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Why Administration of Rural Development?

Rural Development Administration study program meets the needs of rural development 
policy in the EU and Lithuania, the global changes (qualitative and quantitative) in social, 
economic, technological and cultural environment of rural areas. It also touches the issues 
of development and reorganization of activities of public administration institutions, NGOs, 
municipalities and other public institutions into the system of public administration for rural 
development.
These institutional changes are needed to manage rural development in accordance with 
modern principles and practices. Highly qualified Master of Public Administration is innova-
tive and able to use applied research methods, to support the decisions with deep theoretical 
knowledge and specialized skills and professionally approaches rural development in public 
administration and management.



Study Programme Content
–– Public Administration

Theories of Public Administration; Theories of Regional  
Development; Administration of Agricultural and Rural  
Development; Administrative Law; Rural Information Systems; 
Environmental Policy and Law; Management of Finance.
–– Management

Strategic Management of Rural Development: Modelling of 
Management Decisions; Systems of Institutional Changes 
Management; Territorial Competitiveness; Place Marketing; 
Theories and Methods of Consulting; Management of Human 
Resources; Strategic Management of Business; Management of 
Social Programs and Services; Welfare Economics. 
–– Research subjects:

Applied Econometrics; Research Work; Practice of Innovations; 
Applied Research; Scientific Research Methodology.

Practice of Innovations
In the Practice of Innovations students analyze the imple-
mented social, managerial and others innovations, projects and 
processes of innovations management in public institutions, 
rural authorities over the last 5 years and longer period. The 
students also develop strategic management abilities for inno-
vation management, planning and effectiveness evaluation in 
the rural institutions and local authorities.

Learning Outcomes
The graduates will: 
–– know the theories, methods and scientific achievements in 

social sciences and public administration, the principles of 
their implementation in the contexts of sustainable rural 
development, balance of regional institutions interests, 
regulation of activities of public entities, principles of the 
preparation, adoption and entry into force of the manage-
ment acts, methodology and methods for research, theories 
of management and applied research;

–– be able to analyze the evolution of rural development poli-
cy, to critically evaluate quantitative and qualitative changes 
in rural areas and processes of development and implemen-
tation of integrated rural development strategies, to iden-
tify the external factors affecting competitive advantage, to 
use information technologies for public administration and 
management;

–– will be able to identify the scientific and practical problems, 
to formulate and test methodologies for the research stud-
ies needed across the spectrum of rural development issues 
and the adoption of innovative solutions. 

Further information about the programme
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Aleksandras Stulginskis University 
Universiteto str. 10, LT-53361 Akademija, 
Kaunas distr., LITHUANIA
Tel.: +370 37 75 22 57, +370 37 75 22 14
Fax.: + 370 37 78 81 17
E-mail: evf@asu.lt , http://www.asu.lt

Career Prospects 
Graduates of this study 
program can be offered ca-
reers of rural development 
expert, rural development 
policy administrator and 
analyst, a scientist work-
ing in public administra-
tion of rural development, 
in public administration of 
agricultural and rural de-
velopment, in government 
and consulting institutions 
and agencies, non-govern-
mental organizations and 
research institutions.

Further Studies
There is a possibility to 
continue studies in doc-
toral programs and after 
4 years of continuous or 6 
years of extended studies 
of social sciences to get a 
doctorate.


