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Why Urban and Recreational Forestry?

Worldwide prognosis shows that in 50 years more than 80% of world population will live in 
or near urban environment. The ongoing urbanization of society has led to the increasing 
importance of urban green spaces as contributors to the quality of the urban environment 
and urban life. Forest management under urban pressure differs from traditional forestry. 
Urban forestry can be defined as the art, science and technology of managing trees and for-
est resources in and around urban community ecosystems for the physiological, sociological, 
economic, and aesthetic benefits trees provide society with (Helms, 1998). The study topic, 
the urban forest ranges from urban and peri-urban woodland to parks, private gardens and 
street trees. Majority of society visit forests for recreational purposes. Sustainable optimiza-
tion of socio-cultural, economic and environmental values of forest and tree resources within 
a range of urban pressures and problems and recreational needs of society asks for integrated 
approaches to the planning, design, establishment and management of urban forests, trees 
and recreational forests. Consequently, specialists of urban and recreational forestry are in 
great request.

Qualification: 		  Bachelor of Urban and Recreational Forestry
Duration of studies: 	 4 years 
Lenght of programme: 	 240 ECTS cretits 
Language of instruction: 	 English, Russian, Lithuanian



Study Program Content
–– Urban and traditional forest ecosystems:

Urban and Natural Ecosystems; Urban and Traditional Forest 
Soil; Dendrology; Forest Tree Physiology; Urban and Tradi-
tional Forest Ecology; Forest Hydrology; Forest Pathology and  
Entomology; Tree Genetics and Selection; Landscape Ecology.

–– Urban and recreational forest management:
Urban Forestry History; Development of Cities; Traditional 
Forestry; Basics of Geographical Information Systems (GIS); 
Inventory of Urban and Traditional Forest Resources; Wildlife 
Management; Tree Nurseries; Arboriculture; Urban and Tradi-
tional Forest Health; Landscape Architecture; Urban Recrea-
tion; Outdoors Recreation; Ecotourism; Urban and Traditional 
Forestry Legislation; Park Design and Management; Territory 
Planning; Protected Areas Management; Multiple Use of For-
ests; Planning and Management of Traditional Forests; Plan-
ning of Urban Forests; Design, Establishment and Management 
of Urban Forests and Trees; Recreational Forestry; Society 
Participation in Urban and Traditional Forestry; Economics of 
Urban and Traditional Forestry; Impact Assessment; Sustain-
able Urban Environment.

Practical Training
During study time students complete practical training in 
knowledge of urban and traditional forest ecosystems, getting 
familiar with activities of planning, design, establishment and 
management of urban and traditional forest, society needs, eco-
nomic, social and ecological problems related to urban, subur-
ban and recreational forest development, examples of good and 
bad practices, decision making methods.

Learning Outcomes
Graduates will:
––  know structure of traditional and urban forest ecosystems 

and their behavior under human impact, sustainable means 
of forest adaptation for recreation purposes, principles of 
forest planning, designing, establishment and management;

–– be able to identify needs and problems of urban and recrea-
tional forests management, to propose strategic, design and 
integrated management solutions by applying sustainable 
development principles.

Career Prospects 
Graduates have career 
opportunity in municipally 
administrations and their 
institutions, institutions of 
protected areas manage-
ment and planning, forest 
enterprises, tree nurseries, 
private companies, other 
institutions involved in 
urban, recreational forests 
development.

Further Studies
The programme offers 
graduates an opportunity 
to further studies in sec-
ond cycle – Master stud-
ies in forestry or related 
fields.
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